People’s In Touch


February 16th, 2003
Pastor’s Platform.

Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ! I need your help.

Mythology had creative ways to select its kings—the story is told of how Zeus decreed that the first person to ride up to his temple, in a wagon, would be King—and so Gordius was honored. Gordius was so thrilled with his new found position, he set up his wagon as a tourist attraction, tying it to a pole near the temple with an intricate knot made from bark. It was quite a knot as far as knots go. This knot would, in time, become more famous than the wagon for it was decreed that anyone who could untie the knot would be made King. And so it is said, that the historical personage of Alexander, one day approached the knot, lifted his sword and cleaved it in two—he cut the Gordian Knot. Now it is clear he cheated, but apparently his initiative was appreciated and he was made King—and history would call him Alexander the Great!
Since then, the ‘Gordian Knot’ has entered our language and been used to describe a very difficult problem- and ‘cutting the Gordian Knot’ is meant to describe seeing a way to solve it- to find a way through. 
I would like to propose the thought that our contemporary Christian culture is faced with a Gordian Knot— and as far as knots go it is quite a knot. Consider that Jesus said, 

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." John 13:34-35
This is a call to radical love amongst the disciples of Christ- love expressed between believers in such a way, and to such an extent, that the world (all men) takes note and is amazed. The lost see these acts of love between believers, and are so astonished, that they can do nothing else but acknowledge that we are with Jesus- followers of Jesus. This love is displayed immediately in the Book of Acts. (Acts 2:44-45)
Now the early Christian church, and indeed, the Christian church throughout most of the last 2000 years, loved each other in ways that caught the attention of the world. Early church history shows how radical their love was—in caring for their sick, in providing for their poor, in seeing to their orphans and widows, and in feeding and clothing each other. The Roman Empire could not help but notice—and in some cases they were shamed by the extent the Christians watched out for their own. One letter was written to Diognetus, who was curious about Christianity, in 150 AD, commenting on the ‘nature of the affection which they entertain on to another” and said, “they marry like all other men and they beget children; but they do not cast away their offspring. They have their meals in common but not their wives…”. Tertullian, an Apostolic Father, tells how the pagans were commenting: “See how these Christians love one another.” One of Christianity’s worst enemies, the apostate Emperor Julian (332-63) sought to eradicate Christianity and re-institute Roman Pagan religion—but he found it very hard going because the love the Christians had for one another kept getting in the way. He wrote in disgust and frustration:
 ‘Christianity’ has been specially advanced through the loving service rendered to strangers, and through their care in the burial of the dead. It is a scandal that there is not a single Jew (Christian Jews) who is a beggar, and that the godless Galileans (Christians who would not bow to idols) care not only for their own poor, but for ours as well; while those who belong to us look in vain for the help that we should render them.”
It is interesting to note that dead bodies, especially those of the poor in the Roman Empire, were typically thrown to the dogs or left for the birds. Christians found this an insult to the image and creation of God, and so, in love, sought to bury their own. Cemeteries began to spring up as Churches purchased burial grounds for their own dead. This simple act of respect and reverence for their own- this act of love—caught the attention of the pagans in an extraordinary way.
Now here is the Gordian Knot I offer to you. In the past 100 years, all of the ways in which Christians radically loved one another have been largely co-opted by the governments of our lands. Hospitals now care for the sick and we are left to visit and send cards; Canada Pension Plans, and private pension plans, now care for our widows and we are left to greet them at the church door. Our orphans are few as we live a lot longer, and those few that do exist are in no danger of dying on a street for the Children’s Aid will step in. Our poor are not really poor as we have Welfare and Unemployment and anyone can get by in our affluent society—clothing is taken care of by Goodwill, and the food-banks will see to those few who might need food. Cemeteries are common for all now, and the government will provide burial for those who can’t afford it. So with all of the traditional, radical ways to love each other being mostly assumed by the State, how then do we love each other today to the extent that ‘all men’ will know who we are—Jesus disciples? How do we fulfill Jesus words in our generation?

Yes we seek to display the fruit of the Spirit to each other—but this is rarely noted by the world. Yes we are kind, we forgive, we forebear, and we extend compassion—but to the extent that our neighbours take note, the municipal government is shamed, the Sarnia Observer observes? I think not. If we do help out each other these days, it is so secret, and so private that most of the brethren don’t know—and certainly the world doesn’t. Most people would have no clue we are Christ’s because of the love we have for each other—they instead rely on our words and church going behaviour to inform them. It is not our mutual, radical love which gets their attention—but our methods and models and newspaper adds.
So what do we do? How do we love? My answers so far have been quickly shown to be private and rather trivial- with little cost to me. Perhaps you can think of some solutions and untie this Gordian Knot? Till I hear from you, I will be in prayer, for I suspect that only the Sword of the Spirit, and the Guide who wields it, will be able to do what needs to be done, to cut this Knot in our heart and minds, to show us our path—our way through. 
1 Thes. 3:12 

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 

John 15:12 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
1 Peter 1:22 

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 

