Peoples In Touch
Smelling Good to God
I suppose we would all smell nice all the time if we could— and there are thousands of products designed to help us in that regard. Perfumes, colognes and aftershaves abound. In fact, there is little chance of buying a personal care product without some added scent included.

The Apostle Paul spoke of his own scent: “for we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved, and among those who are perishing.” (2 Cor. 2:15 )  He said, to God, he smelled great for his aroma is Christ, his scent is Christ, his odor is Christ. God appreciates our lives and Christ in our lives, as we follow Him and speak of Him to others. Paul saw, that through his ministry, the “fragrance of His knowledge is diffused in every place.” (vs. 14). Wherever the apostle Paul went, people learned of God and were influenced for God—as a result, God loved his smell—the smell of His own Son.
Now that is not to say that everyone will. You and I both know that there are many who are offended by Christ, by the clear preaching of the Word of God, and by our clear appeal to the conscience of a person to be converted to Christ. To them we don’t smell very good at all: 

2 Cor. 2:15-16 

For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? 

It’s no fun smelling like death to some. It’s no fun being criticized and maligned-- but it can’t be avoided. You see the fault is not in our smell, it is in their faulty nostrils. The fault is not our words but their ability to receive what is from God. (see 2 Cor. 4: 3ff) There is nothing we can do for them—we can’t change the fragrance of Christ, we can’t make the smell of death a little less unsavory, nor can we mask the smell of death. Yes, we know some Christians try all sorts of ways to do just this and make the smell of death less revolting—but Paul would not, and we will not:
2 Cor. 2:17 

For we are not as the many, corrupting the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in Christ.

God loves the smell of Christ and that is what matters—and those who are being saved love the smell of Christ too for it is the fragrance of Life. We won’t change our smell- our message, this Gospel, our Christ. We won’t peddle a selection of worldly perfumes for those who would prefer a different odor. We are the Fragrance of Christ and if they will not have Christ—so be it—that is not our fault, nor our shame, and not our burden. We will preach Christ, not ourselves: “I believed and therefore I spoke.” (2 Cor. 4:2; 2 Cor. 4:5, 7, 13) 
