It’s Not My Place to Judge
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In the last while, I have heard Christians say, “its not my place to judge” or, “I know we are not supposed to judge…”.  We can convince ourselves that such statements are spiritual and supposed to be uttered by Christians. I have also heard Christians advising, in the face of clear biblical righteousness, that “You are being judgmental…”!  We are prone to throw such words about carelessly and thoughtlessly, often because we have not thought through the implications of such statements, or because our self-interest is at risk.

But it does sound curiously spiritual, does it not, to say, “it is not my place to judge” or, “Don’t be judgmental”? In our social culture it is indeed the ‘moral’ high ground. Our countrymen hate absolutes and strong convictions of right and wrong- especially convictions formed on the basis of the Word of God. “Who are you to judge”, they might say-- and faced with the discomfort of opposition we retreat to what is most convenient and safe, being sure to make our reluctance to voice the Word of God sound spiritual.  It is a curious shock though, when Christians begin to disparage biblical convictions and righteousness and call it ‘love’ for the other person. 
Matthew 7:1-5 is most often cited as the reason we are not to ‘judge’.  Yet even a casual read of the text will demonstrate that what is being condemned is the self-righteous, oppressive judgments of the Pharisees. In seeking to justify themselves in the eyes of men, they set about to condemn everyone else. And so, Jesus sets about to rebuke hasty, self-righteous, unmerciful, prejudiced and unwarranted condemnations based on human standards, not Gods. But it is clear from vs. 3-5, that there is much room for a humble spirit to judge-- knowing his own sin and confessing it, he is able then to minister to another: “to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” It would be an odd gospel indeed, which says, ‘you are not a sinner for I don’t want to judge or offend- I just want to love you.’ It would be an odd practice to point out sin, and if resisted, to say I am sorry for judging you!

Simply read vs. 6 and vs. 15 to come quickly to the conclusion that there is a place and a necessity for godly Christians to judge, and make judgments, based on God’s standards. It is God’s mandate that we take care to come against wrong doctrine or wrong behaviour—but always in humility, love and meekness—in fact it is a powerful ministry of love to do so, for done rightly, it is a ministry of help to a person who has lost their way. We have no Biblical reason to feel guilty about making sound judgments instructed by the Word and expressed in love. If we are afraid to lovingly uphold God’s righteousness and expressed will for fear of being called ‘judgmental’, then we are a people bound for corruption, destined to die the slow death of all who are undiscerning and undiscriminating. 

