Peoples In Touch
Pastor’s Platform

Have you enlisted in the “Christmas wars?” I suppose I have. Every time I’m shopping and hear a ‘Happy Holidays” I respond with “Merry Christmas”.  One soldier doing his part to stop the relentless slide into political correctness and secularism.   I just wish I didn’t feel so smug about it.  I just wish my cart wasn’t full of stuff when I fight the good fight with the cashier.
Certainly ‘Christmas’ as a word is on the outs. Stores don’t want to offend people of other faiths, and yet they still want to rake in the sales— so-- they have decided that ‘Happy Holidays’ will do the trick. Sort of like having your cake and eating it too. As a result, we have ‘holiday trees’, ‘holiday decorations’ and ‘holiday sales’—everyone, from Jews, Buddhists, Hindus and Muslims can get in on that! 
But then, why are Christian celebrations the only ones that are played with? A ‘menorah’ is never changed to ‘candle stick’, and you would think Ramadan is celebrated by everyone, given the amount of press it receives. Such manipulation of our symbols and language is frustrating and probable evidence of a bias against all things Christian. Even Thanksgiving is quickly becoming a “Harvest Festival.”
Well, I will keep saying ‘Merry Christmas’ without expecting too much.  Let no blood be shed in that war!  Of greater concern than a slogan, and the secularization of our country, is the secularization of those who are Christian. A large proportion of the professing church doesn’t even believe in the Incarnation themselves—it should not shock us unduly when the world too doesn’t believe—and is actively hostile to the truth.

Just as the Lord’s Prayer can truly and legitimately only be uttered by a Born Again child of God, so too can Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter only truly be celebrated in the heart of the one who is His—and the Lord knows those who are His. Ye Must be Born Again! Let the world have their Happy Holidays, devoid of theological truth, wherever they can find them—let us purpose to stay with Christ, for He has found us.
In our homes and around our hearths, we celebrate the Historical truth—that God became man and dwelt among us… and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. The Church of Christ will not be built by insisting on the celebration of Christmas by a pagan world-- it will, as always, be built upon this truth: “Thou art the Christ the Son of the Living God!  John 16
Merry Christmas brothers and sisters! The gates of Hades will not prevail against the truth of the Son of God!
