Called to Unity
Kevin Mahon

I recently tried to fix one of my children’s games and made a real mess of it. Turns out the game wasn’t broken, I just didn’t understand how it worked. Well it’s broken now.

Evangelicals are anxious these days to fix the unity of the churches—we want to present a united front, a façade of evangelical communion, to a world we suspect might think we churches are all at each other’s throats. Sadly, our energies are used up trying to fix something that isn’t broken.

All, who believe in Christ as dead and risen, sin’s sacrifice and our hope, are sealed by the Holy Spirit and form part of His Body.  “There is one body”, the Scriptures tell us. “There is one household of God”.  Jesus prayed to the Father asking that His glory be given to us “that we may be One…that they may be perfected in unity that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.” And so the Holy Spirit was sent to every believer and by His power we abide in Christ and Christ in us and we are fellow heirs for,“…there is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father who is over all and in all.”
We are not called by Jesus to form a unity of Christian churches or denominations--we are called to own the unity which already exists, formed by the Spirit of God Himself at the request of Jesus the Son! We know enough not to set about to work out our own righteousness—we receive it by faith. Yet why is it we are so prone to feel that we must work out our own unity? We simply believe it, walk in the light of it, and embrace the reality which already exists by faith in the power of the Spirit.

A manufactured unity between evangelical churches will always let the Lord down. It is a unity based on props, pastoral visibility, and public perceptions. It is a unity fashioned by unity preaching, unity promotion and unity performance. We are congratulated for feeling united and at the same time, beat up for not being united enough. The result of manufactured unity is always the same- an uneasy feeling that something is wrong, that doctrine is diminished, that a grand spectacle has been presented through the efforts of man. A unity which we ourselves have to set up is no unity at all- it is an exercise in self-indulgence and platitudes, willowy emotions and ‘worship marathons.’ This unity is based on expediency or reason. It is ‘self’ dressed up for a night out. 

The unity of the body of Christ cannot be manufactured—it already exists—it is the “grand reality, a substantial truth in the light of which we are all called to walk and judge ourselves and all around us. We are no more competent to form that unity than we are to atone for our sins or to work out righteousness for ourselves. It is God’s work from first to last…Christ is the centre of God’s unity; the Holy Spirit is the power, and truth the basis
”


The Unity of the body is the reality we already enjoy. It is a Spirit empowered Unity, where Christ is the focus, where Truth is not diminished, where distinctives are respected not dismissed as unimportant. We Christians live in this unity every moment, and express it through love for the brethren.

We have all heard the expression “don’t fix what isn’t broken”. Evangelicals should take note. Why attempt to create what God has already done?

Better to understand God’s unity than make a mess out of it.
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