Being There 

by Pastor Kevin Mahon

Have you ever noticed that if you take a group of people and put one obvious Christian in their midst, the whole dynamic of that group can change? People will start watching their language, they will start watching their jokes, and what they talk about will be moderated. Oh yes, there might be one or two who take pleasure in their sins, and try to make all uncomfortable, but by and large, one faithful Christian can turn any group toward thoughtful, careful, better ways.

Now if you have noticed this power that would probably mean that you are the obvious Christian in their midst. Well done, faithful Christian. A little salt will preserve a great deal of meat (Matthew 5:13), and even one light will drive away the darkness (vs. 14-16). Just by being there— faithful, bold, standing for Christ —you are influencing those around you for good. You are affecting others. Jonne Donne said, “No man is an island.” How we live our life impacts and influences those around us, like ripples flowing out from a rock tossed into a pond.

Your friends and family need you to be holy for them. They need you to encourage and motivate their lives toward better things, thoughts, pursuits and deeds. You will need to be close to Christ for that. Your fellow believers need you;  as an example, a model, a check on what is wrong, an instigator for what is right!

The Bible says that “where there is no revelation the people cast off all restraint” (Proverbs 29:18). You are the bringer of that revelation wherever you go—the living embodiment of the Spirit of God. Your holiness matters far beyond your own life; far beyond your own relations. Do you feel deeply this responsibility at the parties, or at the gathering, in the basement, or on the beach? Wherever and with whomever, those around you ought to be better off because of your presence, in Christ.

Woodrow Wilson (former US president), told the story of being in a barber’s chair when a man sat in the chair next to him and ordered a haircut. 

“I became aware that a powerful personality had entered the room…every word he uttered showed interest in the man who was serving him. I purposely lingered in the room after he left and noted the singular effect that his visit had brought to the barber shop. They talked in undertones. They did not know his name, but they knew something had elevated their thoughts, and I felt I left that place as I should have left a place of worship.” 

The man who made such a difference just by being there was D. L. Moody.

“Just by being there...”  These are powerful words to remember. Your life in Christ, your holiness, the Word in you and through you — really matters for others.

John 17:18 

"As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 
