Peoples In Touch
Pastor’s Platform.

In Seminary I was very impressed with what I thought were the ‘spiritual ones’. These young men were loud and definite, they were sharp and well dressed, they were at the front of the class-- the ones who raised their hands offering to pray, or the ones ‘found’ on their knees in the ‘prayer room’. It was like they were bred to be pastors and they blazed across those years like a comet. Well—more like a shooting star, for none that I know of are still in ministry.  If  I may borrow from Macbeth, they were like “a walking shadow, a poor player That struts and frets his hour upon the stage And then is heard no more.”
All was sound and fury but signified not very much at all. You and I know that true spirituality is much quieter and often unseen. The one praying in the ‘closet’, or the one putting in the widows mite, not aware she is seen. Or Dorcas making the clothes for the widows who wept at her death. 

True spiritual life is not a show, or a force of personality. It is not a campaign or something that can be manufactured like a wood veneer.  AW Tozer wrote: The truly spiritual man is indeed something of an oddity. He lives not for himself but for Another…He finds few who care to talk about that which is the supreme object of his interest, so he is often silent and preoccupied in the midst of noisy religious shoptalk. For this he earns the reputation of being dull and over-serious, so he is avoided and the gulf between him and society widens.”
In Corinth, Paul sought to bring to reality that disparaging, proud group of Christians by showing them that the measure of their spiritual life was not summed up in their spiritual gift. Spiritual gifts can be nothing but noisy, clanging gongs or symbols—‘signifying nothing’. He sought to bring back a spiritual perspective and foundation by recommending ‘love’ to them: “If I have not love, I am nothing.”

We live in a day when image and presentation of self are what matters to many. Where identities can be manufactured, bodies fashioned according to taste,  and where even the worst scoundrels can be elevated to high positions through a good public relations team. Spin, hype and promotion will continue to manipulate an easily infatuated public.  

But let us take care—let us look for substance in those who speak for Christians. Let us consider thoughtfully the character of those who would lead us. Let us stop our ears to the noise of Christian shooting stars and instead, embrace the silent, steady, dependable, light that rises and sets everyday-- the same. And let us be children of that same Light. 

